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ABSTRACT

Raman effect was an important discovery of the third decade of twentieth century. The
discovery has so far reaching consequences that it was awarded Nobel prize within
three year of its announcement. The success of Raman lies in the fact that he could design
and devise highly sophisticated and sensitive spectrometer indigenously to detect
even very feeble radiations produced in the inelastic collision of photons with material
particles. With the advancement of science and technology Raman spectrometer has
been and being developed and improved to find applications in a large number of
fields spanning forensic science to the structure of the universe. This article highlights
the major steps in the growth and development of this pioneering discovery leading
to break through of its applications in various areas and also provides a glimpse of its
power, potential and possibilities.
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